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1
NACELLE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of; claims priority to and
the benefit of, U.S. Ser. No. 14/246,352 filed Apr. 7, 2014 and
entitled “NACELLE.” The *352 application is a continuation
of, claims priority to and the benefit of, U.S. Ser. No. 13/410,
933 filed Mar. 2, 2012 and entitled “NACELLE,” which
issued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,727,275 on May 20, 2014. The *933
application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application
No. 61/591,715, filed Jan. 27, 2012. All of which are hereby
incorporated by reference in their entirety.

FIELD OF INVENTION

This application relates generally to engine nacelles, and,
more particularly, to engine nacelle thrust reversers.

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

A nacelle is a casing or housing that holds an engine and/or
other equipment on an aircraft. Nacelles are commonly
coupled to an underside of a wing, for example, by a pylon.
Nacelles often include thrust reversers designed to decelerate
the aircraft, usually just after touchdown. In conjunction with
this, wing slats, when in a deployed position, provide for
greater lift when the aircraft is flying slowly. Thrust reverser
systems often include cowlings that move aft when the
reverse thrust is selected. Additionally, the leading edge of the
wing, located above the nacelle, often includes leading edge
slats that can be deployed in a direction generally forward and
downward, toward the nacelle. In large diameter turbofan
engines installed under a wing constrained in its distance
from the ground, designs must be carefully engineered so that
movement of the cowling and leading edge slats during
reverse thrust does not cause the cowling to collide or other-
wise interfere with the deployed leading edge slat. The
present inventions satisty this requirement.

SUMMARY

The devices, systems, and methods of the present invention
have several features, no single one of which is solely respon-
sible for its desirable attributes. Without limiting the scope of
this invention as expressed by the claims which follow, its
more prominent features will now be discussed briefly. After
considering this discussion, and particularly after reading the
section entitled “Detailed Description,” one will understand
how the features of this invention provide several advantages
over existing thrust reversers.

One aspect is a nacelle outlet cowling of a jet engine thrust
reverser. The outlet cowling has a circumference measured
from an outboard top edge to an inboard top edge. The outlet
cowling includes a sliding portion beginning at the inboard
top edge and having a circumference that is less than the
circumference of the outlet cowling. The sliding portion is
configured to move longitudinally between a forward thrust
position adjacent to a nacelle inlet cowling and a reverse
thrust position aft of the forward thrust position. The outlet
cowling further includes at least one stationary portion
extending between the outboard top edge and an edge of the
sliding portion. The at least one stationary portion remains in
a stationary position when the sliding portion moves between
the forward thrust position and the reverse thrust position.

Another aspect is a nacelle configured to be coupled to an
underside of awing via a pylon. The wing comprises a leading

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

edge slat configured to extend toward the nacelle when in a
deployed configuration. The nacelle includes a cowling hav-
ing an outer translating sleeve configured to move aft in a
longitudinal direction and an outer fixed structure having a
clearance distance to the leading edge slat when the leading
edge slat is in the deployed configuration that remains sub-
stantially constant when the outer translating sleeve moves aft
in the longitudinal direction.

Yet another aspect is a method of reversing thrust of an
engine fitted with a nacelle on an aircraft. The nacelle com-
prises a cowling that includes an outer translating sleeve and
an outer fixed structure located adjacent to an inboard lateral
side of the outer translating sleeve. The method includes
moving the outer translating sleeve longitudinally from a first
position to a second position aft of the first position without
moving the outer fixed structure.

Further aspects, features, and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent from the detailed description
that follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present invention will now be described in connection with
embodiments of the present invention, in reference to the
accompanying drawings. The illustrated embodiments, how-
ever, are merely examples and are not intended to limit the
invention. The various features illustrated in the drawings
may not be drawn to scale. Accordingly, the dimensions ofthe
various features may be arbitrarily expanded or reduced for
clarity. In addition, some of the drawings may be simplified
for clarity. Thus, the drawings may not depict all of the
components of a given apparatus, device, system, method, or
any other illustrated component or process.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an aircraft incorporating a
nacelle according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is aperspective view of an underside of a wing of the
aircraft of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the nacelle of FIG. 1in a
forward thrust configuration.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view through the nacelle of FIG.
3 taken along line 4-4.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the nacelle of FIG. 1in a
reverse thrust configuration.

FIG. 6 is a side view of the nacelle of FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a rear view of the nacelle and engine of FIG. 5 in
the reverse thrust configuration.

FIG. 8 is a side view of a nacelle according to another
embodiment of the present invention in a forward thrust con-
figuration.

FIG. 9A is a perspective view of the nacelle of FIG. 8.

FIG. 9B is a perspective view of a nacelle according to yet
another embodiment of the present invention in a forward
thrust configuration.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the nacelle of FIG. 8 in a
reverse thrust configuration.

FIG. 11 is a perspective cut-away view of a portion of the
nacelle of FIG. 8 in a forward thrust configuration.

FIG. 12 is a perspective cut-away view of a portion of the
nacelle of FIG. 8 in a reverse thrust configuration.

FIG. 13 is a perspective cut-away view of a portion of the
nacelle of FIG. 8 in a reverse thrust configuration.

FIG. 14 is a partial cross-sectional view of the nacelle of
FIG. 13 taken along line 14-14, with the nacelle shown in a
forward thrust configuration.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is directed to certain
specific embodiments of the invention. However, the inven-
tion can be embodied in a multitude of different ways as
defined and covered by the claims. In this description, refer-
ence is made to the drawings wherein like parts are designated
with like numerals throughout.

The skilled artisan will recognize the interchangeability of
various features from different embodiments. Although these
techniques and systems have been disclosed in the context of
certain embodiments and examples, it will be understood by
those skilled in the art that these techniques and systems may
be extended beyond the specifically disclosed embodiments
to other embodiments and/or uses and obvious modifications
and equivalents thereof. Additionally, it is contemplated that
various aspects and features of the invention described can be
practiced separately, combined together, or substituted for
one another, and that a variety of combination and subcom-
binations of the features and aspects can be made and still fall
within the scope of the invention. Thus, it is intended that the
scope of the systems disclosed herein should not be limited by
the particular disclosed embodiments described above.

Embodiments of the invention disclosed herein relate to
nacelles that incorporate a sleeve having a translating portion
that moves when reverse thrust is engaged, and a fixed portion
that remains stationary and does not move when reverse thrust
is engaged. Such sleeves do not collide or otherwise interfere
with leading edge slat located on a leading edge of the wing
above the nacelle when the slat moves downward towards the
nacelle during flight. Nacelles disclosed herein can be located
closer to the wing, which increases the clearance between the
nacelle and the tarmac or runway. This shift allows the fitting
of engines that have a higher bypass ratio (larger maximum
diameter) to a wing while maintaining the necessary clear-
ance between the bottom of the nacelle and the tarmac or
runway. In some implementations, providing a higher bypass
ratio engine can reduce thrust specific fuel consumption for
an aircraft and improve overall fuel efficiency. Hence, the
nacelles disclosed herein can provide several advantages over
existing nacelles.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an aircraft 10 having a
fuselage 12 and a pair of wings 14 extending laterally from
the fuselage 12. A nacelle 16 is coupled to an underside of
each wing 14. Although not illustrated in FIG. 1, in some
embodiments, each nacelle 16 is coupled to a wing by a pylon,
or any other suitable structure capable of coupling aload to a
wing.

Each nacelle 16 houses an aircraft engine 15, for example,
ahigh bypass ratio engine, which receives air through a fan 20
disposed near an inlet 19 of the nacelle 16, combusts the
received air with fuel within a combustion chamber, and
provides an exhaust jet through a rear-facing nozzle to propel
the aircraft 10 in a forward direction. Additionally, high
bypass ratio engines also receive a substantial amount of air
through the inlet 19 of the nacelle 16 that is passed over or
bypasses the engine 15 to provide additional thrust. The
bypass air is combined with the exhaust jet and improves fuel
efficiency and reduces engine noise. Because a high bypass
ratio engine can require a substantial amount of clearance
between an exterior surface of the engine 15 and the interior
surface of the nacelle 16, such engines can require a larger
nacelle that must be disposed near the underside 17 of the
wing 14 in order to provide for necessary clearance between
the nacelle and a landing surface such as a runway.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the underside 17 of the wing
14. The nacelle 16 is coupled to the wing 14 by a pylon 18.
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The wing 14 includes slats 22 on the leading edge 24 of the
wing 14. Slats 22 are aerodynamic surfaces which, when in a
deployed configuration illustrated in FIG. 2, can allow the
wing 14 to operate at a higher angle of attack. A higher angle
of attack can allow the aircraft 10 to fly more slowly or take
off and land in a shorter distance. The leading edge slats 22
can also be deployed after landing to increase drag, thus
helping to decelerate the aircraft 10 more quickly. Deploying
leading edge slats 22 after landing can thus reduce wear on the
brakes and allow for shorter landing distances. The leading
edge slats 22 are normally retracted during normal flight
operations to minimize drag. The retracted position is illus-
trated in FIG. 1, for example.

To assist in the description of the nacelles described below
with reference to the figures, the following coordinate terms
are used, consistent with the coordinate axes illustrated. A
“longitudinal axis” is generally parallel to an axis of the
nacelle that extends between the inlet and outlet of the
nacelle. A “lateral axis™ is normal to the longitudinal axis and
is generally parallel to a wing associated with the nacelle. A
“transverse axis” extends normal to both the longitudinal and
lateral axes. In addition, as used herein, “the longitudinal
direction” refers to a direction substantially parallel to the
longitudinal axis; “the lateral direction” refers to a direction
substantially parallel to the lateral axis; and “the transverse
direction” refers to a direction substantially parallel to the
transverse axis. The terms “upper,” “lower,” “top,” “bottom,”
“underside,” “upperside” and the like, which may be used to
describe nacelles and related components in the discussion
below, are used in reference to the illustrated orientation of
embodiments. For example, the term “upperside” is used to
describe the portion of a nacelle that is disposed above an
engine housed within the nacelle. The term “underside” is
used to describe the portion of the nacelle that is located
below the plane formed by the longitudinal and the lateral
axes of the nacelle. Additionally, the term “forward” may be
used to describe the portion of a nacelle located near the inlet
of the nacelle. A first component disposed forward of a sec-
ond component is generally located further away from a plane
formed by the transverse and lateral axes of the nacelle than
the second component. The “forward direction” refers to a
direction substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis and
generally moving from the outlet to the inlet of the nacelle.
Theterm “aft” may be used to describe the portion of anacelle
located near the outlet of the nacelle. A first component dis-
posed aft of a second component is generally located further
away from the plane formed by the transverse and lateral axes
of'the nacelle than the second component. The “aft direction”
refers to a direction substantially parallel to the longitudinal
axis and generally moving from the inlet to the outlet of the
nacelle. A first component disposed “inboard” of a second
component is generally closer to the fuselage of an aircraft
than the second component. A first component disposed “out-
board” of a second component is generally further away from
the fuselage than the second component.

FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective side view of the nacelle 16
and the engine 15 housed in the nacelle 16. FIG. 4 shows a
cross-sectional view of the nacelle 16 and the engine 15 taken
along line 4-4 of FIG. 3. The engine 15 includes the fan 20 that
is disposed near the front of the nacelle 16 to draw air into the
nacelle through the inlet 19. A portion of the air drawn in
through the inlet 19 is expelled through an outlet 26 of the
nacelle 16 and another portion is combusted with fuel to
provide a forward thrust for the aircraft 10. Additionally, air
can be expelled through a thrust reverser arrangement,
described in greater detail below with reference to FIGS. 5
and 6, to produce a reverse thrust. The nacelle 16 can be
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coupled to the aircraft 10 by the pylon 18 disposed on the
upperside of the nacelle 16. For example, the nacelle 16 can
be coupled to the underside of the aircraft wing 14 such that
the engine 15 provides forward and reverse thrust capabilities
to the aircraft 10.

Still referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the nacelle 16 includes an
inlet lip or noselip 27 and an inlet cowling 28. The noselip 27
and the inlet cowling 28 can together define the inlet 19. The
nacelle 16 also includes an outlet cowling 30 disposed aft of
the inlet cowling 26. The outlet cowling 30 can define the
outlet 26 of the nacelle 16. The inlet cowling 28 and the outlet
cowling 30 can come together at splits, or junctures, of the
nacelle 16. For example, the nacelle 16 can include a trans-
verse split 32 disposed between the inlet cowling 28 and the
outlet cowling 30.

The engine 15 extends along a longitudinal axis 34 of the
nacelle 16. The engine 15 includes an exhaust nozzle 35 that
extends through the outlet 26 of the nacelle 16. Different
components and compartments of the engine, e.g., a combus-
tion chamber, may be housed within one or more engine
cowlings 36 that define an outer surface of the engine 15.

As schematically illustrated in FIG. 4, the fan 20 acts to
draw incoming air 37 into the nacelle 16 through the inlet 19.
A portion of the incoming air 37 may be diverted into the
engine 15 and used for combustion while another portion 38
of'the drawn-in air 37 may bypass the engine 15 and pass over
the engine cowling 36. Thus, bypass air 38 may exit the outlet
26 along with a flow of engine exhaust 39 to provide a forward
thrust relative to the nacelle 16 (e.g., to provide a force that
thrusts the nacelle 16 and its associated engine 15 and aircraft
10 from left to right as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4).

The nacelle 16 can include a thrust reverser system to
temporarily divert the bypass air 38, so that the thrust pro-
duced by the bypass air 38 is forward, rather than aft. This
diversion of air acts against the forward travel of the aircraft
10, decelerating the aircraft. Exhaust air can be redirected
using blocker doors and cascade vanes disposed inside the
nacelle 16, using mechanisms well known in the art. Reverse
thrust is typically applied just after landing, to decelerate the
aircraft 10.

FIGS. 5 and 6 are a perspective view and a side view,
respectively, of the nacelle 16 of FIG. 3 in a reverse thrust
configuration. FIG. 7 is a rear view of the nacelle 16 in the
reverse thrust configuration. Referring now to FIGS. 5 and 6,
activating a reverse thrust configuration translates the outlet
cowling 30 longitudinally aft from the inlet cowling 28 as
compared with the position of the outlet cowling 30 in the
forward thrust configuration (for example, as compared with
the position of the outlet cowling 30 illustrated above in
FIGS. 3 and 4). In this embodiment, the outlet cowling 30 is
formed of one unitary or homogenous portion that extends
continuously around the nacelle 16 from a first, outboard
longitudinal split 46a to a second, inboard longitudinal split
466 (see F1G. 7). In other embodiments, the outlet cowling 30
is formed of two or more portions that, together, extend
around the nacelle 16 from first split 46a to second split 465.
Activating the reverse thrust configuration moves the entire
outlet cowling 30 in the longitudinal direction from a first
position to a second position aft of the first position. In some
aspects, the outlet cowling 30 translates about two feet aft.
The longitudinal movement of the outlet cowling 30 may be
guided by the longitudinal split 46a between the outlet cowl-
ing 30 and pylon 18. Such longitudinal movement of the
outlet cowling 30 acts to expand the transverse split 32 dis-
posed between the inlet cowling 28 and the outlet cowling 30
and exposes an underlying cascade 40.
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The cascade 40 can include a plurality of vanes disposed
circumferentially about the longitudinal axis of the nacelle
16. The vanes can redirect a flow of air from within the nacelle
16 through a lattice of the cascade 40 such that the flow of
bypass air 38 exits the cascade 40 and produces a reverse
thrust. Additionally, as shown in FIG. 7, as the outlet cowling
30 moves aft, blocker doors 42 are activated to impede (for
example, to prevent, inhibit, or reduce) the flow of air that
bypasses the engine 15 from passing through the outlet 26 of
the nacelle 16. That is to say, the blocker doors 42 are acti-
vated to impede the flow of air through an air pathway defined
between the inlet 19 and the outlet 26 of the nacelle 16.
Instead of passing through the outlet 26, the majority of the
bypass air flow 38 is diverted by the blocker doors 42 to pass
through the cascade 40. The cascade 40, including a plurality
of'vanes and a lattice, acts to shape this flow of air such that a
reverse thrust air flow 44 exits the cascade 40 in a direction
toward the inlet cowling 28 as illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6. In
contrast, when in the forward thrust configuration, the outlet
26 of the nacelle 16 is substantially unimpeded by blocker
doors 42 such that the engine exhaust 39 and bypass air 38
may freely exit the nacelle 16 through an air pathway or duct
from the inlet 19 to the outlet 26 of the nacelle 16.

FIG. 8 illustrates a side view of a nacelle 116 in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention. The nacelle
116 is coupled to a wing 114 by a pylon 118. The wing 114
includes a leading edge slat 122 configured to move between
a stowed position and a deployed position which is illustrated
in FIG. 8. The nacelle 116 includes a noselip 127, an inlet
cowling 128, an outlet cowling 130, and an exhaust nozzle
135. The nacelle 116 also includes a cascade 140 underneath
(that is, disposed radially inward of) a portion of the outlet
cowling 130. In FIG. 8, the nacelle 116 is in a forward thrust
configuration, such that the outlet cowling 130 is in a first
position, stowed adjacent to the inlet cowling 128. The outlet
cowling 130 includes an outer translating sleeve 150 and an
outer fixed (i.e., non-translating) structure 152. The nacelle
116 also includes an outboard longitudinal split 146a
between the outer translating sleeve 150 and the outer fixed
structure 152.

The leading edge slat 122 can come into close proximity
with the outlet cowling 130 when the leading edge slat 122 is
deployed downward toward the nacelle 116. As described
above with reference to FIGS. 3-6, a reverse thrust condition
deploys the outlet cowling 130 in the aft direction and
engages blocker doors to temporarily divert air in the forward
direction. In aspects where activating a reverse thrust con-
figuration moves the entire outlet cowling in the aft direction
from a stowed position (for example, as with outlet cowling
30 of nacelle 16 illustrated in FIG. 5), the present invention
insures that the outlet cowling does not slide into and come
into contact with the deployed leading edge slat 122. Such
contact could prevent the outlet cowling 130 from moving aft
to a fully deployed position because of interference with the
deployed leading edge slat 122. Such interference could
cause damage to the outlet cowling 130, the leading edge slat
122, and other structures in the wing 114 and the nacelle 116.

In one aspect of the present invention, the outlet cowling
130 includes an outer translating sleeve 150 configured to
move longitudinally in the aft direction when the reverse
thrust configuration is activated. The outer translating sleeve
150 can move longitudinally from a first position to a second
position aft of the first position. The outlet cowling 130 also
includes an outer fixed structure 152 located between the
outer translating sleeve 150 and the pylon 118. As described
in greater detail with reference to FIGS. 9 and 10 below, the
outer fixed structure 152 is fixed in place and does not move
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longitudinally in the aft direction when the reverse thrust
configuration is engaged. As a result, the outer fixed structure
152 does not come into contact with the deployed leading
edge slat 122.

FIG. 9A is a perspective view of the nacelle 116 of FIG. 8,
without schematic depictions of the pylon 118, the wing 119,
or the leading edge slat 122. The outlet cowling 130 has a
circumferential length 157 measured from an outboard top
edge 158 to an inboard top edge 159. As described above, the
outlet cowling 130 includes an outer translating sleeve 150
and an outer fixed structure 152. The outer fixed structure 152
is located along the circumferential length 157 of the outlet
cowling 130 between the outboard top edge 158 and the outer
translating sleeve 150. The outer translating sleeve 150
extends circumferentially from the outer fixed structure 152
to the inboard top edge 159. The outer fixed structure 152
extends circumferentially the distance needed to prevent the
outlet cowling 130 that surrounds it from striking the
deployed slat when the outlet cowling 130 is translated aft
into a deployed position.

A geometric plane formed by the transverse and longitu-
dinal axes of the nacelle 116 defines an outboard portion 155
and an inboard portion 156 of the nacelle 116. In certain
embodiments, the outer fixed structure 152 is longitudinally
aligned with the outboard portion 155 of the nacelle 116,
between an outboard portion 130a of the outlet cowling 130
and the pylon 118. The nacelle 116 may, but need not, include
an outer fixed structure in an inboard portion 156 of the
nacelle 116.

The outer fixed structure 152 can be located outboard of a
first hinge access panel 160qa such that the outer fixed struc-
ture 152 is further away from the plane formed by the trans-
verse and longitudinal axes than the first hinge access panel
160a. Additionally, an inboard portion 1305 of the outlet
cowling 130 can be located inboard of a second hinge access
panel 1605 such that the inboard portion 1305 is located
further away from the plane formed by the transverse and
longitudinal axes than the second hinge access panel 1605.

Embodiments of the present invention are not limited to an
outer fixed structure 152 that is located in the outboard por-
tion 155 of the nacelle 116. Embodiments can also include a
plurality of outer fixed structures disposed circumferentially
around the upperside of the nacelle 116 to avoid contact
between the outlet cowling 130 and the leading edge slat 122
when one or both are deployed in a reverse thrust configura-
tion.

FIG. 9B is a perspective view of a nacelle 216 according to
another embodiment in which the nacelle 216 includes an
outlet cowling 230 having a plurality of outer fixed structures.
The outlet cowling 230 includes two outer fixed structures, a
first outer fixed structure 252q located in an outboard portion
255 ofthe nacelle 216, and a second outer fixed structure 25254
located in an inboard portion 256 of the nacelle 216. The
second outer fixed structure 2526 can be disposed, for
example, between an inboard portion 2305 of the outlet cowl-
ing 230 and a second hinge access panel 2605. The second
outer fixed structure 2525 does not move longitudinally when
the outlet cowling 230 is moved aft during reverse thrust, and
can be configured to avoid contact between a portion of a
deployed leading edge slat 222 located above the second
outer fixed structure 2525.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the nacelle 116 of FIGS. 8
and 9A in a reverse thrust configuration. The outer translating
sleeve 150 of the outlet cowling 130 has moved longitudinally
from the first position, stowed adjacent to the inlet cowling
128, to a second position aft of the first position. The outlet
cowling 130 also includes an inner translating sleeve 162 that
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also moves longitudinally aft with activation of the reverse
thrust configuration. In one aspect, the outer translating
sleeve 150 moves in conjunction with the inner translating
sleeve 162 such that both sleeves move aft when reverse thrust
is engaged. For example, the outer translating sleeve 150 can
be mechanically coupled or unitary with the inner translating
sleeve 162 such that the outer translating sleeve 150 moves in
conjunction with the inner translating sleeve 162. The move-
ment of the outer translating sleeve 150 in the aft direction to
the second position exposes the cascade 140, allowing redi-
rected air to exit the cascade 140 and contribute to reverse
thrust for the aircraft.

The outer fixed structure 152, which is located closest to
the deployed leading edge slat 122, does not move with acti-
vation of the reverse thrust configuration. The clearance
between the leading edge slat 122 when deployed and the
outer fixed structure 152 does not change. Because the outlet
cowling 130 does not extend into the region of the outer fixed
structure 152 and instead is located farther away from the
deployed leading edge slat 122 than the outer fixed structure
152, the outlet cowling 130 does not collide with the deployed
leading edge slat 122 when it moves in the aft direction.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 10, an inboard por-
tion 1405 of the cascade 140 is exposed when the outer
translating sleeve 150 is moved aft in a reverse thrust con-
figuration. Redirected air can exit the cascade 140 through the
now-exposed inboard portion 1405, whereas air cannot be
redirected out of the cascade 140 through the outer fixed
structure 152.

FIG. 11 is a perspective cut-away view of a portion of the
nacelle 116 of FIG. 8 in a forward thrust configuration. The
nacelle 116 is coupled to a wing 119 having a leading edge
slat 122. The nacelle 116 includes the outlet cowling 130 and
an inlet cowling (not illustrated in FIG. 11). The leading edge
slat 122 has moved from a first, stowed position to a second,
deployed position just above the nacelle 116. The nacelle 116
is in a forward thrust configuration, with the outlet cowling
130 in a first position, stowed adjacent to the inlet cowling.
The outlet cowling 130 includes a first portion, an outer
translating sleeve 150, configured to move longitudinally
from the first position to a second position aft of the first
position. In some aspects, the outer translating sleeve 150
moves aft in a longitudinal direction substantially parallel to
a longitudinal axis 134 of the nacelle 116. The outlet cowling
130 also includes a second portion, an outer fixed structure
152, that is configured to remain stationary when the outer
translating sleeve 150 moves aft to the second position. The
deployed leading edge slat 122 is located just above the outer
fixed structure 152, but because longitudinal movement of the
outer fixed structure 152 in the aft direction does not take
place, as described above, the outer fixed structure 152 does
not collide or otherwise interfere with the deployed leading
edge slat 122.

FIG. 12 is a perspective cut-away view of a portion of the
nacelle 116 of FIG. 8 in a reverse thrust configuration. The
first portion of the outlet cowling 130, the outer translating
sleeve 150, has moved longitudinally to a second position aft
of'the first position. Movement of the outer translating sleeve
150 aft reveals a cascade 140 underlying (that is, located
radially inward of) the outer translating sleeve 150, allowing
air redirected by activated blocker doors to exit the nacelle
116 and provide reverse thrust. A clearance distance 154
remains between the nacelle 116 and the deployed leading
edge slat 122 even when the nacelle 116 is in the reverse thrust
configuration. The second portion of the outlet cowling 130,
the outer fixed structure 152, has not moved longitudinally in
the aft direction and remains stationary above the now-ex-
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posed cascade 140. The cascade 140 preferably does not lie
underneath (that is, is not located radially inward of) the outer
fixed structure 152.

FIG. 13 is a perspective cut-away view of a portion of the
nacelle 116 of FIG. 8 in a reverse thrust configuration. As
described above, the nacelle 116 includes an outer translating
sleeve 150 and an outer fixed structure 152. The nacelle 116
also includes a hinge access panel 160 located adjacent to and
inboard of the outer fixed structure 152. The nacelle 116 is in
a reverse thrust configuration, with the outer translating
sleeve 150 in a second, deployed position that is longitudi-
nally aft of a first, stowed position. In one embodiment, the
outer fixed structure 152 is located between the hinge access
panel 160 and a longitudinal split 146a formed between the
outer translating sleeve 150 and the outer fixed structure 152.
The hinge access panel 160 can allow access to internal
components of the nacelle 116.

FIG. 14 is a partial cross-sectional view of the nacelle 116
of FIG. 13 taken along line 14-14. Although the nacelle 116 of
FIG. 13 is shown in a reverse thrust configuration, FIG. 14
illustrates a blocker door 142 parallel to the outer translating
sleeve 150, in a forward thrust configuration. The nacelle 116
can include an inner translating sleeve 162 located radially
inward of the outer translating sleeve 150 and the outer fixed
structure 152. In some embodiments, activating a reverse
thrust configuration moves the outer translating sleeve 150
and the inner translating sleeve 162 longitudinally from a first
position adjacent to an inlet cowling to a second position aft
of the first position. The outer translating sleeve 150 and the
inner translating sleeve 162 may move simultaneously.

The nacelle 116 includes a plurality of blocker doors 142
radially inward of the outer fixed structure 152. Activating
reverse thrust moves the blocker doors 142 in the aft direction,
from a first (forward thrust) position parallel to the outer
translating sleeve 150 to a second (reverse thrust) position. In
some embodiments, the blocker doors in the second position
are perpendicular to the outer translating sleeve 150. The
nacelle 116 includes a cascade 140 configured to permit air to
exit the nacelle 116 when the outer translating sleeve 150 and
blocker doors 142 moves aft. The outer translating sleeve 150
is disposed radially outboard of the cascade 140, but the
cascade 140 preferably does not extend circumferentially to a
location underneath (that is to say, is not located radially
inward of) the outer fixed structure 152. Movement of the
outer translating sleeve 150 exposes the cascade 140, allow-
ing air redirected by the blocker door 142 in the second
position to exit the nacelle 116 through the cascade 140.

The outer translating sleeve 150 can include an outer trans-
verse side 164, an inner transverse side 165, and an inboard
lateral side 166. The outer fixed structure 152 can include an
outboard lateral side 167 and an inboard lateral side 168. The
outboard lateral side 167 of the outer fixed structure 152 is
adjacent to the inboard lateral side 166 of the outer translating
sleeve 150. The inboard lateral side 168 of the outer fixed
structure 152 can be adjacent to an upper track beam 170. The
upper track beam 170 is stationary in some aspects, and is
located between the inboard lateral side 168 of the outer fixed
structure 152 and the hinge access panel 160. In some aspects,
the outer fixed structure 152 is coupled or attached to the
upper track beam 170.

The outer fixed structure 152 can include features which
guide the outer translating sleeve 150 as it moves longitudi-
nally aft from the first position to the second position. These
features can include, for example, one or more tracks, cou-
plers, tongues, grooves, or other structures which allow the
translating sleeve 150 to move or slide relative to the outer
fixed structure 152. In certain embodiments, the outer fixed
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structure 152 includes a track along which a groove in the
translating sleeve 150 slides relative to the outer fixed struc-
ture 152. In certain embodiments, the outer translating sleeve
150 and the outer fixed structure 152 include male/female
features which together form a mating engagement that
allows the translating sleeve 150 to move or slide relative to
the outer fixed structure 152. Exemplary male and female
features include tongue and groove members. The tongue
member may be located on the outer fixed structure 152 or the
translating sleeve 150 with the groove member being located
on the other one of the outer fixed structure 152 and the
translating sleeve 150. Of course the invention is not limited
to the disclosed arrangements of features and further includes
other mechanical structures known to a person having ordi-
nary skill in the art that would allow the translating sleeve 150
to move or slide relative to the outer fixed structure 152.

In one aspect, the outboard lateral side 167 of the outer
fixed structure 152 includes an outer track 172. The outer
track 172 can extend the length of the outer fixed structure 152
in the longitudinal direction. The outer track 172 includes a
groove 174. The groove 174 accepts a mating tongue 176 of
the outer translating sleeve 150. In one embodiment, the
mating tongue 176 is disposed adjacent to the inner transverse
side 165 and the inboard lateral side 166 of the outer trans-
lating sleeve 150. The tongue 176 is not limited to this loca-
tion, however, and can be disposed in other positions, for
example on the inboard lateral side 166 of the outer translat-
ing sleeve 150. The tongue 176 and the groove 174 form a
mating engagement in which the tongue 176 slides longitu-
dinally aft within the groove 174 when the outer translating
sleeve 150 moves longitudinally aft. Other mating engage-
ments between the outer translating sleeve 150 and the outer
fixed structure 152 are within the scope of the present inven-
tion.

Nacelles described herein can advantageously include a
mating engagement between an outer translating sleeve and
an outer fixed structure without affecting operation of an
inner translating sleeve. In one aspect, for example, the inner
translating sleeve 162 moves longitudinally in the aft direc-
tion when the outer translating sleeve 150 moves longitudi-
nally in the aft direction. A portion 186 of the inner translating
sleeve 162 is located radially inward of the outer fixed struc-
ture 152. That is to say, the portion 186 is located closer to the
longitudinal axis 134 of the nacelle 116 than the outer fixed
structure 152. When the inner translating sleeve 162 moves
aft to the reverse thrust configuration according to one
embodiment, the portion 186 moves aft underneath the outer
fixed structure 152 while the outer fixed structure 152 remains
stationary. Movement of the portion 186 underneath the outer
fixed structure 152 can advantageously allow a sufficient
amount ofa fan duct in the nacelle 116 to be blocked off by the
blocker door 142 to meet performance requirements. Accord-
ingly, embodiments of nacelles described herein can incor-
porate an outlet cowling that does not contact a deployed
leading edge slat when the nacelle is placed in a reverse thrust
configuration, without modifying the structure or operation
of an inner translating sleeve of the outlet cowling.

While the above description has pointed out novel features
of the invention as applied to various embodiments, the
skilled person will understand that various omissions, substi-
tutions, and changes in the form and details of the device or
process illustrated may be made without departing from the
scope of the invention. Therefore, the scope of the invention
is defined by any presented claims rather than by the forego-
ing description. All variations coming within the meaning and
range of equivalency of presented claims are embraced within
their scope.
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What is claimed is:
1. An outlet cowling of a jet engine thrust reverser of a
nacelle, the nacelle configured to be coupled to an underside
of'awing via a pylon, the wing comprising a leading edge slat,
the outlet cowling having a circumference measured from an
outboard top edge to an inboard top edge, the outlet cowling
comprising:
a sliding portion beginning at the inboard top edge and
having a circumference that is less than the circumfer-
ence of the outlet cowling, the sliding portion being
configured to move longitudinally between a forward
thrust position adjacent to a nacelle inlet cowling and a
reverse thrust position aft of the forward thrust position;
and
at least one stationary portion extending between the out-
board top edge and an edge of the sliding portion, the at
least one stationary portion remaining in a stationary
position when the sliding portion moves between the
forward thrust position and the reverse thrust position,
wherein the at least one stationary portion is located aft
of a transverse split disposed between the nacelle inlet
cowling and the outlet cowling, wherein the transverse
split divides the nacelle inlet cowling and the at least one
stationary portion, such that the at least one stationary
portion is separate from the nacelle inlet cowling,
wherein the leading edge slat is configured to move
between a stowed position and a deployed position,
and

wherein the at least one stationary portion occupies a
gap between the outer sliding portion and the pylon,
and wherein the gap prevents interference between
the outer sliding portion and the leading edge slat
upon movement of the outer sliding portion.

2. The outlet cowling of claim 1 further comprising an
inner translating sleeve disposed radially inward of the slid-
ing portion and the at least one stationary portion, wherein the
sliding portion is configured to move aft longitudinally in
conjunction with the inner translating sleeve.

3. The outlet cowling of claim 1 further comprising at least
one track, the at least one track forming at least a portion of a
mating engagement between the sliding portion and the at
least one stationary portion.

4. The outlet cowling of claim 3, wherein the at least one
track is disposed in the sliding portion.

5. The outlet cowling of claim 4, wherein the at least one
track extends for the longitudinal length of the sliding por-
tion.

6. The outlet cowling of claim 3, wherein the at least one
track is disposed in the at least one stationary portion.

7. The outlet cowling of claim 4, wherein the at least one
track extends for the longitudinal length of the at least one
stationary portion.

8. The outlet cowling of claim 1 further comprising a
tongue and a groove, one of the groove and tongue being
disposed in the at least one stationary portion and the other
one of the groove and tongue being disposed in the sliding
portion.

9. A nacelle configured to be coupled to an underside of a
wing via a pylon, the wing comprising a leading edge slat
configured to extend toward the nacelle when in a deployed
configuration, the nacelle comprising:

a cowling including

an outer translating sleeve configured to move aft in a
longitudinal direction; and

an outer fixed structure having a clearance distance to the
leading edge slat when the leading edge slat is in the
deployed configuration,
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wherein the outer fixed structure occupies a gap between
the outer translating sleeve and the pylon, and
wherein the gap prevents interference between the
outer translating sleeve and the leading edge slat upon
movement of the outer translating sleeve.

10. The nacelle of claim 9, wherein the cowling further
comprises an inner translating sleeve configured to move with
the outer translating sleeve aft in the longitudinal direction.

11. The nacelle of claim 9 further comprising an upper
track beam, wherein the outer fixed structure is coupled to the
upper track beam.

12. The nacelle of claim 9 further comprising a cascade
located radially inward of the outer translating sleeve,
wherein the cascade is not disposed underneath the outer
fixed structure.

13. The nacelle of claim 9 further comprising a plurality of
blocker doors, a portion of at least one blocker door being
located radially inward of the outer fixed structure.

14. The nacelle of claim 9 further comprising an access
panel located outboard of the pylon, wherein the outer fixed
structure is located between the access panel and the outer
translating sleeve.

15. The nacelle of claim 9, wherein the outer fixed structure
is located outboard of the pylon.

16. The nacelle of claim 9, wherein the outer fixed structure
is located inboard of the pylon.

17. The nacelle of claim 9, wherein the outer fixed structure
is located outboard of a pylon coupling the nacelle to the
underside of the wing, and further comprising a second outer
fixed structure located inboard of the pylon, a clearance dis-
tance between the leading edge slat in the deployed configu-
ration and the second outer fixed structure remaining substan-
tially constant when the outer translating sleeve moves aft in
the longitudinal direction.

18. A method of reversing thrust of an engine fitted with a
nacelle on an aircraft, the nacelle comprising a cowling
including an outer translating sleeve and an outer fixed struc-
ture located adjacent to an inboard lateral side of the outer
translating sleeve, the method comprising:

moving the outer translating sleeve longitudinally from a

first position to a second position aft of the first position

via at least one track, without moving the outer fixed

structure, wherein the at lease one track forms at least a

portion of a mating engagement between the outer trans-

lating sleeve and the outer fixed structure,

wherein the nacelle is configured to be coupled to an
underside of a wing via a pylon, the wing comprising
a leading edge slat configured to extend toward the
nacelle when in a deployed configuration,

wherein the outer fixed structure occupies a gap between
the outer translating sleeve and the pylon, and
wherein the gap prevent interference between the
outer translating sleeve and the leading edge slat upon
movement of the outer translating sleeve.

19. The method of claim 18 further comprising moving an
inner translating sleeve from a first position to a second posi-
tion aft of the first position, wherein at least a portion of the
inner translating sleeve is disposed radially inward of the
outer translating sleeve.

20. The method of claim 19 further comprising moving a
plurality of blocker doors from a first position relative to the
inner translating sleeve to a second position relative to the
inner translating sleeve, the second position being different
than the first position.
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